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Q1. Safeguarding the Indian art heritage is the

need of the moment. Comment
(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Cultural Identity: Indian art heritage reflects
the diverse cultural and artistic traditions of
the country, representing its rich history and
identity. Preserving and protecting these artistic
expressions is essential to maintain and promote
India's cultural heritage.

2. Historical Significance: Indian art heritage
encompasses ancient sculptures, paintings,
architecture and handicrafts that bear witness to
the country's historical evolution.

3. Economic Potential: India's art heritage
contributes significantly to tourism and the
economy. Preserving and showcasing these
treasures attracts tourists, generates revenue
and supports local artisans, thereby promoting
cultural tourism and sustainable economic
growth.

Answer:
Preserving the Indian art heritage is crucial to maintaining
our cultural identity and ensuring its continuation for
future generations. With a diverse array of art forms
ranging from classical dance and music to traditional crafts
and architecture; India's artistic heritage is a testament to
its rich history and cultural legacy.

1. Art heritage reflects our roots and values, fostering
a sense of national pride and identity among
citizens.

2. Preserving art forms safeguards the knowledge,

techniques and skills passed down through
generations, ensuring their survival.

3. It attracts tourists and promotes cultural exchange,
contributing significantly to the economy.

4. Reviving and promoting art forms can generate
employment  opportunities and  preserve

traditional livelihoods.

5. Safeguarding art heritage is essential for the
well-being and mental health of the society, as it
serves as a source of inspiration and emotional
expression.

By prioritizing the preservation and promotion of

Indian art heritage, we can not only protect our cultural

legacy but also foster creativity, inclusivity and national

harmony. Embracing and cherishing our artistic heritage

will strengthen our social fabric and help us progress as a
culturally rich and unified nation.
Q2. Assess the importance of the accounts of
the Chinese and Arab travellers in the
reconstruction of the history of India.

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1 Cross-Cultural Exchange: Chinese travellers like
Fa Xian, Xuanzang and Arab travellers such as
Al-Biruni provide invaluable insights into the
cultural, social and religious aspects of ancient
India.

2. Trade and Commercial Activities: These
accounts shed light on the vibrant trade routes
that connected India with China and the
Arab world. Descriptions of trade practices,
commodities and economic activities help
reconstruct the historical significance of these
commercial networks.

3. Historical Events and Political Systems:
Chinese and Arab travellers documented the
political systems, ruling dynasties and significant
historical events they encountered during their
journeys.

Answer:

The accounts of Chinese and Arab travellers have played
a pivotal role in the reconstruction of India's history.
These travellers, like Fa-Hien, Hsuan-Tsang and Al-Biruni,
journeyed to India during ancient and medieval times,
recording their observations and interactions. Their writings
have provided invaluable insights into various aspects of
Indian society, culture, trade and political landscape.
Importance of Chinese Travellers” Accounts:

1. Fa-Hien's account (4" century) shed light on
Buddhism's spread and monastic life in India.

2. Hsuan-Tsang's records (7' century) provided
detailed information on India's political systems,
education and religious diversity.

Importance of Arab Travellers” Accounts:

1. Al-Biruni (11t century) documented scientific
and cultural achievements, fostering intellectual
exchange.

2. Arab accounts enhanced our understanding of

India's maritime trade and interactions with the
Islamic world.



In conclusion, the accounts of Chinese and Arab travellers
serve as invaluable historical sources, offering diverse
perspectives that enrich our understanding of India's
past.

Q3. Throw light on the significance of the
thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi in the present
times. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Non-violence: Gandhi's principle of non-
violence remains highly relevant today, offering
a powerful alternative to resolve conflicts
and promote peace in a world grappling with
violence and conflicts.

2. Social Justice: Gandhi emphasised social
equality, championing the cause of marginalised
communities. His ideas of inclusivity, equal rights
and justice resonate strongly in societies striving
for social harmony and equitable development.

3. Sustainability: =~ Gandhi's advocacy for
sustainable  living and  environmental
consciousness is pertinent today as the world
grapples with climate change. His teachings
of simplicity, self-sufficiency and respect for
nature offer a path towards a greener and more
sustainable future.

Answer:

Mahatma Gandhi, a prominent leader of India's freedom
struggle, continues to wield profound influence in
contemporary times. His thoughts and principles remain
relevant and hold significance in several aspects of
modern life.

Significance of Mahatma Gandhi's Thoughts in Present
Times:

1. Non-violence: Gandhi's advocacy of non-violence
and peaceful resistance holds relevance in an
increasingly polarised world, promoting dialogue
and reconciliation over conflicts.

2. Social Harmony: His emphasis on communal
harmony and unity helps counteract divisions
based on religion, caste, or ethnicity, fostering a
cohesive society.

3. Sustainability: Gandhi's advocacy for simple
living and sustainability aligns with modern
environmental concerns, promoting ecological
balance.

4. Ethical Leadership: His emphasis on moral
leadership offers valuable guidance in tackling
corruption and promoting integrity in governance.

5. Global Peace: Gandhi's vision of a peaceful world
inspires efforts towards disarmament, conflict
resolution and global cooperation.

6. Inclusive Development: His focus on the
upliftment of marginalized communities guides
policy makers in promoting inclusive growth and
social justice.
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Mahatma Gandhi's ideas transcend time and continue to
be a source of inspiration for individuals, societies and
governments, promoting peace, justice and sustainable
progress in the contemporary world.

Q4. Why is Indian Regional Navigational
Satellite System (IRNSS) needed? How does
it help in navigation? (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Strategic Independence: IRNSS ensures India's
strategic independence by reducing reliance on
foreign navigation systems like GPS. It enhances
national security and sovereignty by providing
indigenous navigation capabilities.

2. Accurate Positioning: IRNSS offers precise
positioning and timing information within the
Indian region, with an accuracy of a few meters.
It aids various sectors such as transportation,
agriculture, disaster management and surveying,
improving efficiency and safety.

3. Regional Coverage: IRNSS focuses on the Indian
subcontinent and provides uninterrupted
navigation services even in remote and rural
areas.

Answer:

The Indian Regional Navigational Satellite System
(IRNSS) is a vital project by the Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO). Launched to reduce dependence
on foreign navigation systems, IRNSS aims to provide
accurate, reliable and real-time position information for
users in India and the surrounding region. The system is
known as NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation).
Key Points:

1. Reducing dependency: IRNSS decreases reliance
on GPS and other foreign navigation systems,
ensuring strategic autonomy and self-reliance.

2. Improved accuracy: NavIC offers sub-meter
level accuracy, essential for various applications
like transportation, disaster management and
surveying.

3. Regional coverage: The system focuses on the
Indian subcontinent, extending up to 1,500 km
from its borders, supporting regional needs.

4. Multi-faceted applications: IRNSS aids in precise
navigation for aviation, maritime, terrestrial and
personal users, enhancing safety and efficiency.

5. Disaster management: During emergencies and
natural disasters, NavIC assists in rapid response
and rescue operations.

6. Timing services: It provides accurate time
synchronization, crucial for telecommunications,
financial transactions and critical infrastructure.

The Indian Regional Navigational Satellite System (IRNSS)

serves as a critical asset, bolstering India's technological

prowess and fostering development across various sectors
through enhanced navigation and positioning services.
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Q5. Why is India taking keen interest in the
Arctic region? (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Energy Resources: Access to untapped oil, gas
and mineral reserves in the Arctic offers India a
diversified energy supply.

2. Maritime Trade Routes: The melting Arctic ice
has opened new trade routes, like the Northern
Sea Route, providing shorter distances for India's
trade with Europe and Asia.

3. Scientific Research: The Arctic serves as a
vital research hub for climate change and
environmental studies, aligning with India's
commitment to addressing climate challenges.

Answer:
India's interest in the Arctic region has surged in recent
years due to the changing geopolitical dynamics and the
region's growing significance. The Arctic is witnessing
rapid climate change, opening up new opportunities and
challenges. India's keen interest can be attributed to the
following factors:

1. Resource Exploration: The Arctic holds vast
reserves of oil, gas and minerals, offering potential
energy security and economic opportunities for
India.

2. Trade Routes: Melting ice is creating new shipping
routes, reducing maritime distances between Asia
and Europe, providing India access to faster and
cost-effective trade routes.

3. Scientific Research: India seeks to study climate
patterns, environmental changes and biodiversity
for better understanding and global collaboration.

4. Geopolitical Influence: India aims to establish
itself as a responsible stakeholder in the Arctic
Council, fostering strategic partnerships with
Arctic nations.

5. Climate Change Impact: The Arctic's melting
ice significantly affects India's weather patterns,
monsoons and coastal vulnerabilities, compelling
India to actively engage in discussions for climate
change mitigation.

India's proactive interest in the Arctic region reflects

its commitment to global cooperation, environmental

stewardship and economic growth, aligning with its
larger foreign policy objectives.

Q6. Define mantle plume and explain its role in
plate tectonics. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Plate Movement: Mantle plumes play a
significant role in driving plate tectonics. As the
plume material rises, it creates a localized thermal
anomaly in the mantle, causing the overlying
lithospheric plate to move.

2. Volcanic Activity: The ascent of mantle plumes
often results in the formation of volcanoes. When
a plume reaches the Earth's surface, it can cause
volcanic eruptions, forming volcanic chains or
individual hotspot volcanoes.

3. Crustal Upwelling: Mantle plumes can cause the
uplift and deformation of the Earth's crust. The
upwelling material from the plume can cause the
crust to bulge upward, leading to the formation
of mountain ranges or continental rift zones.

Answer:

A mantle plume is a column of hot, buoyant rock that rises
from deep within the Earth's mantle. It is a significant
geological phenomenon with a crucial role in plate
tectonics, the study of the Earth's lithospheric plates and
their movements. Let's understand its definition and role:

1. Definition: A mantle plume is a vertical upwelling
of molten rock, originating from the boundary
between the Earth's core and mantle.

2. Formation: Mantle plumes are caused by heat and
pressure differentials, where hot rock rises due to
its lower density.

3. Plate Tectonics: Mantle plumes are associated with
hotspots, where the rising magma causes volcanic
activity, creating volcanic chains like the Hawaiian
Islands.

4. Plate Movement: As the lithospheric plate moves
over the stationary mantle plume, it generates
new volcanic islands or seamounts, contributing
to plate motion and continental drift.

5. Geological Impact: Mantle plumes play a crucial
role in the Earth's thermal regime and may trigger
major geological events, such as supervolcanic
eruptions or continental rifting.

6. Understanding Earth's Interior: Studying mantle
plumes enhances our knowledge of the Earth's
internal dynamics and helps us comprehend
the evolution of the planet's surface and tectonic
processes.

Mantle plumes provide insights into the internal

dynamics of the Earth and the interaction between the

mantle and the lithosphere. They are a crucial component
of the Earth's internal heat and tectonic activity.

Q7. What are the consequences of spreading of
‘Dead Zones’ on marine ecosystem?
(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
The spreading of 'Dead Zones' in the marine ecosystem
has severe consequences:

1. Oxygen Depletion: Low oxygen levels suffocate
and kill marine organisms.

2. Loss of Biodiversity: Sensitive species die or
migrate, disrupting the ecosystem and food
chains.

3. Harmful Algal Blooms: Toxins released during
algal blooms harm marine life and human
health.



4. Economic Impact: Fisheries, aquaculture
and coastal economies suffer from the loss of
resources.

5. Disruption of Ecosystem Services: Nutrient

cycles, water filtration and carbon sequestration
are affected.

Answer:

The spreading of 'Dead Zones' in the marine ecosystem
has severe consequences on the delicate balance of marine
life. The consequences are as follows:

1. Marine Biodiversity Loss: Dead Zones result in
reduced oxygen levels, causing mass die-offs of
fish, crustaceans and other marine species, leading
to a decline in biodiversity.

2. Economic Impact: Fishing and tourism industries
suffer as fish populations decline, affecting the
livelihoods of coastal communities.

3. Algal Blooms: Nutrient pollution fosters algal

blooms, some of which are toxic, leading to further
disruptions in marine food chains.

4. Habitat Destruction: Dead Zones can destroy
critical habitats like coral reefs, seagrass beds and
estuaries.

5. Climate Change Implications: Decomposition

of dead organic matter in Dead Zones produces
greenhouse gases, contributing to global warming.

6. Disruption of Food Webs: With species loss
and imbalanced ecosystems, food webs are
negatively affected, impacting marine life's natural
equilibrium.

7. Global Ramifications: Dead Zones exacerbate
worldwide environmental concerns, calling for
international cooperation to mitigate their impact.

In conclusion, the proliferation of Dead Zones poses

grave threats to the marine ecosystem's health, requiring

urgent measures to curb nutrient pollution and preserve
marine biodiversity.

Q8. “Caste system is assuming new identities

and associational forms. Hence, caste system

cannot be eradicated in India”. Comment.
(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Persistence of Social Hierarchies: Despite legal
and constitutional measures to promote equality
and eradicate caste-based discrimination, social
hierarchies based on caste continue to exist.

2. Economic Disparities: Caste-based inequalities
are closely linked to economic disparities.
Economic opportunities and resources tend to
be unequally distributed among different castes,
perpetuating social and economic divisions.
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3. Political Representation: Caste identities often
play a significant role in Indian politics. Political
parties and leaders often use caste affiliations
to mobilize support and consolidate their vote
banks.

Answer:

The caste system in India, a deeply entrenched social

stratification, has undergone transformations over time.

Despite efforts towards social progress, the caste system

continues to manifest in novel identities and associations.

Eradicating the caste system altogether appears

challenging due to these evolving forms. Here are key

points supporting the assertion:

1. Enduring Traditions: Historical and cultural roots
sustain caste practices, making it difficult to abolish
entirely.

2. Modern Adaptations: Caste identities now blend
with professional and urban life, altering its
manifestation.

3. Political  Influence:  Caste-based  politics
perpetuates divisions, hindering full eradication.

4. Social Inertia: Traditional beliefs and practices
perpetuate caste consciousness across generations.

5. Economic Divides: Caste-based economic
disparities endure, reinforcing social hierarchy.

6. Educational Gaps: Limited access to quality
education perpetuates caste-based inequalities.

7. Intersecting Identities: Caste intersects with
gender, religion and region, giving rise to diverse
social configurations.

8. Constitutional  Challenges:  Despite  legal
measures, caste discrimination persists, posing a
significant obstacle to eradication.

Though progress has been made, the caste system's

adaptability and deep-rooted nature pose challenges for

its complete eradication, necessitating sustained efforts
towards social equality and inclusive development.

Q9. ‘Despite implementation of various
programmes for eradication of poverty by
the government in India, poverty is still
existing’. Explain by giving reasons.

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Insufficient implementation and monitoring of
programs.

2. Regional disparities and unequal distribution of
resources.

High population growth and limited resources.
Income inequality and social exclusion.
Dominance of the informal sector.

Lack of access to quality education and healthcare.
shocks

U o 0 89

Vulnerability  to and economic

downturns.
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Answer:

Poverty eradication has been a top priority for the
Indian government and numerous programs have
been implemented over the years to address this issue.
However, despite these efforts, poverty continues to
persist in the country.

Reasons for the persistence of poverty in India:

L Population Growth: Rapid population growth
puts pressure on resources and job opportunities,
making it challenging to lift everyone out of
poverty.

2. Inequality: The unequal distribution of wealth
and resources widens the poverty gap between
the rich and poor.

3. Corruption: Corruption hampers the effective
implementation of poverty alleviation programs,
diverting funds meant for the poor.

4. Unemployment and Underemployment:
Insufficient job opportunities and low wages
contribute to poverty's continuation.

5. Lack of Access to Education and Healthcare:
Limited access to quality education and healthcare
prevents individuals from breaking the poverty
cycle.

6. Agricultural Dependence: A significant portion
of the population relies on agriculture, which
is susceptible to climatic fluctuations and price
fluctuations, perpetuating poverty in rural areas.

In conclusion, the persistence of poverty in India can be

attributed to various complex factors, requiring sustained

and targeted efforts from the government and other
stakeholders to achieve meaningful poverty eradication.

Q10. How is the Indian concept of secularism
different from the western model of
secularism? Discuss. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Indian secularism adopts a positive approach,
maintaining equidistance from all religions,
while western secularism often follows a
negative or exclusionary approach.

2. Indian secularism allows state intervention in
religious matters for social welfare, reform, or
prevention of discrimination, whereas western
secularism emphasizes non-interference in
religious affairs.

3. Indian secularism focuses on protecting the
rights of religious minorities and ensuring
equality, while western secularism prioritizes
individual rights over group rights.

Answer:

The Indian concept of secularism differs from the western
model due to its unique historical, cultural and political
context. India's secularism is enshrined in its constitution,
aiming to ensure religious harmony and equal treatment

for all citizens regardless of their faith. Here are the key
differences between the two:

1. State Neutrality: While the western model
emphasizes a strict separation of religion and
state, India's secularism adopts a more inclusive
approach, promoting "Sarva Dharma Sama Bhava,"
which means equal respect for all religions.

2. Minority Protection: Indian secularism emphasizes
protecting the rights of religious minorities,
ensuring their socio-cultural preservation and
avoiding religious hegemony.

3. Positive Accommodation: Unlike the western
secularism's neutrality, India allows the state
to intervene positively to uplift disadvantaged
communities irrespective of their religion.

4. Personal Laws: India recognizes distinct personal
laws based on religious affiliations, whereas
western countries have uniform civil laws for all
citizens.

Indian secularism is a unique blend of respecting religious

diversity while actively working towards social justice

and harmony, setting it apart from the western model's
more stringent separation of religion and state.

Q11. The Bhakti movement received a remarkable
re-orientation with the advent of Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Discuss.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Emphasis on Divine Love: Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu emphasized intense devotion and
love (prema) towards Lord Krishna as the path to
spiritual liberation. He popularized the concept
of "bhakti" as the highest form of devotion.

2y Congregational Chanting: He introduced the
practice of congregational chanting of the Hare
Krishna mantra (sankirtan), which became a
powerful means of connecting with the divine
and experiencing spiritual ecstasy.

3. Personalised  Approach: Sri  Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu emphasized the individual's
personal relationship with God, encouraging
heartfelt devotion and surrender.

Answer:
The Bhakti movement, a spiritual and devotional wave in
Indian history, underwent a significant reorientation with
the arrival of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486-1534 AD).
Born in Bengal, he played a pivotal role in reformulating
the Bhakti movement, emphasizing a deeper devotion
to Lord Krishna. The reorientation brought several
transformative changes: Universal Accessibility of
Bhakti: His teachings were inclusive and accessible to all,
irrespective of caste, creed, or social status, democratizing
spirituality and expanding the reach of the Bhakti
movement.
1. Congregational ~ Chanting: Sri  Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu introduced congregational chanting
of the Hare Krishna mantra (sankirtan). Devotees



came together to chant the holy names of God,
fostering community and shared spiritual
experiences.

2. Personalized Approach to Bhakti: He emphasized
the individual's personal relationship with God,
teaching that each person could cultivate a unique
and intimate connection through devotional
practices.

3. Revival of Scriptural Teachings: Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu revitalized and propagated the
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and Srimad

Bhagavatam, deepening understanding and
practice of bhakti.
4. Influence on Literature and Arts: His teachings

inspired a rich literary and artistic tradition, with
devotional poems, songs and dramas expressing
love and devotion for Krishna, popularizing the
Bhakti movement.

5. Social Impact and Unity: Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu's teachings emphasized love,
compassion and equality. He challenged social
barriers, promoting unity among people and
fostering spiritual and social harmony:.

In conclusion, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's transformative
teachings re-oriented the Bhakti movement. His
emphasis on intense devotion, inclusivity, congregational
chanting, personalized bhakti, scriptural revival,
artistic contributions and positive social impact shaped
the movement into an inclusive and vibrant spiritual
tradition. His teachings continue to inspire and guide
devotees on their spiritual journeys, leaving a profound
impact on India's religious and cultural landscape.

Q12. Discuss whether formation of new states
in recent times is beneficial or not for the
economy of India. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

Benefits:

1. Regional development with targeted initiatives.

2. Equitable resource allocation and improved
infrastructure.

3. Localized governance leading to efficient
decision-making.

4. Competitive federalism promoting innovation
and economic growth.

Challenges:

1. Increased administrative costs.

2 Fragmentation of resources.

3. Disruption of economic integration.

4 Potential political instability affecting investor
confidence.

Answer:

The formation of new states in recent times has been
a topic of significant debate in India. Several states
have been created based on linguistic, cultural and
administrative factors.
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Points supporting the beneficial impact:

1. Regional Development: New states allow for a
focused approach towards regional development,
addressing specific needs and challenges with
targeted initiatives, infrastructure development
and investment promotion.

2. Resource Allocation: Smaller states ensure more
equitable distribution of resources, leading to
improved infrastructure, healthcare facilities,
education and job opportunities in previously
marginalised regions.

3. Local Governance: Localized governance in new
states facilitates efficient decision-making, timely
implementation of projects and better utilization of
resources, contributing to economic growth.

4. Competitive Federalism: More states foster
competitive federalism, where states compete
to attract investment, promote business-friendly
policies and enhance economic performance,
driving efficiency and innovation.

Drawbacks of the Formation of New States:

1. Administrative  Costs:  Setting up new
institutions and separate bureaucracies increases
administrative costs, straining public finances and
diverting resources from development.

2. Fragmentation of Resources: Division of a larger
state into smaller ones can create challenges in
resource management, especially for shared
resources like water, power and infrastructure.

3. Disruption of Economic Integration: State
formation may disrupt economic integration
across regions, hindering the movement of goods,
services and capital, causing inefficiencies.

4. Political Instability: State formations can lead to
political instability, affecting investor confidence
and economic growth during transition periods.

The economic implications of forming new states
in India are complex. While it can bring regional
development, resource allocation and competitive
federalism, administrative costs, resource fragmentation,
economic integration disruption and political instability
are challenges. Careful evaluation, tailored strategies
and cooperation among states can maximize economic
potential and ensure balanced growth across regions.

Q13. Why indentured labour was taken by the
British from India to their colonies? have
they been able to preserve their cultural
identity over there? (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

The British took indentured laborers from India to their
colonies for several reasons:

1. Cheap Labor: Indentured laborers were seen as

a cheap source of labor for plantations, mines
and other industries in British colonies.
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2. Replacing Slave Labor: After the abolition of
slavery, the British sought alternative labour
sources, leading to the recruitment of indentured
laborers.

Regarding the preservation of cultural identity:

1. Cultural Retention: Indentured laborers made
efforts to preserve their cultural identity by
practicing their traditions, language and religion.

2. Challenges: They faced challenges due to
cultural differences, discrimination and attempts
to suppress their cultural practices.

Answer:

The British took indentured labor from India to their
colonies primarily to address the labor shortages in these
colonies, especially in agricultural and plantation sectors.
Reasons for British Taking Indentured Laborers from
India to Their Colonies:

1. Cheap Labor: Indentured laborers were a cost-
effective source of labor for plantations, mines and
infrastructure projects in British colonies, meeting
the demand for a large workforce at minimal
expense.

2. Abolition of Slavery: The British abolished slavery
in their colonies, creating a need for an alternative
labor force. Indentured laborers replaced slave
labor, sustaining colonial economies.

3. Social Control: Transporting workers overseas
dispersed potential dissent and unrest among the
Indian population, helping the British maintain
control over the Indian subcontinent.

Preservation of Cultural Identity:

1. Cultural Retention: Indentured laborers preserved
their cultural identity by practicing traditions,
observing religious rituals, maintaining languages
and celebrating festivals within their communities
in the colonies.

2. Community Formation: Close-knit communities
among indentured laborers fostered cultural

solidarity, providing spaces for upholding
traditions.
3. Cultural Adaptation: While preserving their

identity, laborers adapted to local -cultures,
resulting in unique diasporic identities.

4. Challenges and Assimilation: Suppression
of cultural practices and discrimination posed
challenges, leading to some assimilation of local
customs.

5. Cultural Transmission: Cultural heritage was
transmitted through oral traditions, music, dance
and storytelling, linking descendants to Indian
roots.

6. Revival and Heritage: Descendants now
reconnect with their ancestral culture, reviving
and celebrating their heritage in diasporic
communities.

British took indentured laborers for cheap labour and
social control, but despite challenges and adaptations,
laborers preserved their cultural identity. Communities
played a role in cultural retention, leading to unique
diasporic identities. Cultural transmission and revival
efforts contribute to preserving Indian cultural heritage
among descendants.

Q14. “The ideal solution of depleting ground
water resources in India is water harvesting
system”. How can it be made effective in
urban areas? (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Mandate: Enforce regulations making water
harvesting systems mandatory for all new
constructions in urban areas.

2. Incentives: Provide financial incentives such as
tax rebates or subsidies to encourage residents
and businesses to install and maintain water
harvesting systems.

3. Integration with Infrastructure: Incorporate
water harvesting structures into urban
infrastructure projects, including buildings,
roads, parks and public spaces.

4. Maintenance and Monitoring: Establish a
system for regular inspection and maintenance
of water harvesting structures to ensure their
optimal functioning.

Answer:

India is facing a severe crisis of depleting groundwater
resources, particularly in urban areas. To address this
pressing issue, the implementation of water harvesting
systems emerges as an ideal solution. Making these
systems effective in urban areas requires a comprehensive
approach that considers various factors.

Effective Water Harvesting Systems in Urban Areas:

1. Policy Framework: Government authorities
must establish clear policies and regulations that
mandate water harvesting in all new construction
projects, including residential, commercial and
industrial structures.

2. Infrastructure Integration: Urban planning should
incorporate water harvesting infrastructure such
as rooftop rainwater collection, stormwater drains
and percolation pits to allow easy capture and
storage of rainwater.

3. Public Awareness and Participation: Public
outreach programs should educate urban
residents about the benefits of water harvesting
and encourage their active participation in
implementing and maintaining these systems.

4. Incentives and Subsidies: Financial incentives
and subsidies for implementing water harvesting
systems can motivate individuals, communities
and businesses to adopt these practices.



5. Retrofitting and Redevelopment: Existing
buildings and neighbourhoods should be
retrofitted with water harvesting facilities
and urban renewal projects should prioritize
incorporating water harvesting systems.

6. Green Spaces and Water Bodies: Creating green
spaces and water bodies within urban areas
can help recharge groundwater naturally while
providing recreational spaces for citizens.

7. Public-Private  Partnerships:  Collaborations
between the government, private sector and
NGOs can facilitate the widespread adoption and
maintenance of water harvesting systems.

A holistic approach encompassing policy support,

infrastructure integration, public participation, incentives

and proper management is essential to achieve sustainable
water management and secure the future water needs of
urban populations.

Q15. Defining Blue Revolution, explain the
problems and strategies for pisciculture
development in India. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

Problems:

1. Limited access to finance for fish farmers.

2. Insufficient infrastructure and technology.

3. Disease outbreaks and inadequate disease
management.

4. Environmental concerns and lack of sustainable
practices.

Strategies for Pisciculture Development:

1. Increase access to finance for fish farmers.

2. Develop infrastructure and adopt modern
aquaculture technologies.

3. Strengthen disease surveillance, diagnostics and
management.

4. Promote sustainable aquaculture practices and

environmental conservation.

Answer:
The Blue Revolution, also known as the Aquaculture
Revolution, refers to the significant growth and

development of the fisheries and aquaculture sector in
India. It aims to address the increasing demand for fish
and seafood, provide livelihood opportunities to millions
and enhance food security in the country. However,
despite its potential, the sector faces various challenges
that hinder its growth. Here are the problems and
strategies for pisciculture development in India:
Problems:

1. Lack of Infrastructure: Inadequate infrastructure
such as fish hatcheries, nurseries and cold storage
facilities impede the growth of the pisciculture
sector.

2. Insufficient Technology Adoption: Limited access
to modern aquaculture technologies and best
practices hampers productivity and sustainability.
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3. Quality Seed Availability: The availability of
good-quality fish seeds for stocking is a major
challenge in the sector.

4. Water Pollution: Increasing water pollution due to
industrial effluents and untreated waste adversely
affects fish health and production.

Strategies:

1. Infrastructural Development: Investments in
building proper infrastructure such as hatcheries,
ponds and processing units are essential to boost
the pisciculture sector.

2. Research and Technology Transfer: Emphasizing
research and promoting the adoption of advanced
aquaculture techniques can enhance productivity
and sustainability.

3. Seed Production and Distribution: Establishing
well-managed fish seed production centers and
efficient distribution networks will improve the
availability of quality seeds.

4. Water Conservation and Pollution Control:
Implementing  stringent  pollution  control
measures and promoting water conservation
practices can ensure a healthy environment for
fish growth.

In conclusion, addressing the problems faced by the

pisciculture sector through strategic interventions will

help India achieve a sustainable and thriving Blue

Revolution, ultimately contributing to food security and

economic growth.

Q16. What is the significance of Industrial
Corridors in India? Identifying industrial
corridors, explain their main characteristics.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Economic Growth: Industrial corridors promote
regional economic growth by attracting
investments, creating job opportunities and
fostering industrial development.

2. Infrastructure Development: They facilitate
the development of world-class infrastructure,
including transport networks, logistics hubs
and utility services, which support industrial
activities and improve connectivity.

Characteristics of Industrial Corridors:

1. Geographical Alignment: Industrial corridors
are typically identified based on strategic

geographical alignments connecting key
economic centres, ports and transportation hubs.

2. Integrated Development: They emphasize
integrated developmentby combiningindustrial,
residential, commercial and institutional

zones, creating a self-contained ecosystem for
businesses and communities.
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Answer:

Industrial corridors in India are strategically planned
zones or regions that aim to promote industrialization,
economic growth, and infrastructural development

by concentrating industrial activities and related

infrastructure in specific geographic areas.

Significance of Industrial Corridors in India:

1. Economic Growth: Catalysts for economic
growth, attracting investments and increasing
productivity.

2. Infrastructure Development: Prioritize world-

class infrastructure, improving connectivity and
reducing logistical costs.

3. Regional Development: Foster balanced regional
development, uplifting local economies and
creating employment opportunities.

4. Skill Development: Emphasize skill development
initiatives, creating a skilled workforce aligned
with industry needs.

Identifying Industrial Corridors:
1. Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC):

Connects Delhi and Mumbai, developing
industrial nodes, smart cities and logistics hubs.

2. Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (CBIC):
Focuses on high-tech manufacturing, leveraging
Chennai and Bengaluru's synergy.

3. Amritsar-Kolkata Industrial Corridor (AKIC):

Connects northern and eastern regions,
stimulating industrial growth and improving
connectivity.

4. Visakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial Corridor

(VCIC): Connects Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, focusing on industries like petrochemicals
and automotive.

Main Characteristics of Industrial Corridors:

1. Geographical Alignment: Strategically connect
key economic centers, ports and transportation
hubs.

2. Integrated Development: Combine industrial,

residential, commercial and institutional zones for
a self-contained ecosystem.

3. Infrastructure Focus: Prioritize the development
of roads, railways, airports, power plants and
telecommunications networks.

4. Special Economic Zones (SEZs): Incorporate SEZs
to attract investments through tax incentives and
infrastructure support.

5. Public-Private  Partnership (PPP): Involve
collaboration between the government, private
sector and international agencies.

In conclusion, industrial corridors have a significant

impact on India's economic growth, infrastructure

development, regional balance and skill enhancement.

They provide a platform for attracting investments,

fostering industrialization and creating a favorable

environment for businesses to thrive. The identification of
specific industrial corridors and their characteristics align

with the country's developmental goals and aspirations,
aiming to transform India into a global manufacturing
and trade hub.

Q17. Mention core strategies for the transformation
of aspirational districts in India and explain
the nature of convergence, collaboration and
competition for its success. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
Core Strategies for the Transformation of Aspirational
Districts in India:

1. Convergence of Schemes
2. Targeted Interventions

3. Holistic Development

4. Participatory Governance

Nature of Convergence, Collaboration and Competition

for Success:

1. Convergence: Aligning efforts, resources and
interventions of various government schemes
for effective implementation.

2. Collaboration: Partnerships between
stakeholders to share knowledge, expertise and
resources for coordinated action.

3. Competition: Healthy competition among
districts to drive innovation, motivation and
accelerate progress.

Answer:

The Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) was
launched by the Government of India to address
development disparities among 112 identified backward
districts. The core strategies for the transformation of
aspirational districts focus on promoting convergence,
collaboration and competition among stakeholders for
holistic and sustainable progress.

Core Strategies:

1. Convergence: The program aims to integrate
various development schemes and initiatives
to ensure effective utilization of resources.
By aligning efforts of different government
departments, synergies are created, eliminating
duplication and maximizing impact.

2. Collaboration: Active engagement of multiple
stakeholders, including local governments,
NGOs, private sector and community members,
is crucial for success. Collaborative efforts ensure
better problem-solving, knowledge exchange and
increased participation, leading to innovative
solutions.

3. Competition: Healthy competition among districts
fosters a spirit of improvement and innovation.
Ranking districts based on their progress motivates
them to perform better, fostering a culture of
excellence and accountability.

Nature of Convergence, Collaboration and Competition:

1 Convergence: It entails aligning existing
government schemes, pooling financial resources
and streamlining efforts to address multiple



development challenges simultaneously. This
approach creates a more comprehensive and
sustainable impact.

2. Collaboration: It involves engaging various
stakeholders at different levels to leverage
their expertise and resources. Collaborative
partnerships enable the sharing of best practices,
capacity building and improved implementation
of initiatives.

3. Competition: By ranking districts based on their
progress, a competitive spirit is instilled, leading to
a race towards development and transformation.
Districts learn from each other's success stories
and adopt successful strategies.
The success of the Aspirational Districts Programme
depends on effective convergence, collaboration and
competition. These strategies ensure efficient utilization of
resources, holistic development and collective ownership
of the transformation process. Through a concerted effort
and collective action, India can uplift its backward districts
and bridge the gap between regions, fostering inclusive
growth and development.

Q18. ‘Women’s movement in India has not
addresses the issues of women of lower
social strata’. Substantiate your view.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Class Bias: The women's movement has been
dominated by privileged women, focusing on
issues that affect their social strata.

2. Limited Representation: Leadership
positions and decision-making spaces within
the movement lack representation from
marginalized communities and lower social
strata.

3. Urban Bias: The movement primarily centers
around urban areas, neglecting the unique
challenges faced by women in rural and remote
regions.

4. Ignoring Intersectionality: The movement fails
to address the intersecting identities of caste,
class, religion and ethnicity that impact women
of lower social strata.

Answer:

The women's movement in India has undoubtedly made
significant strides in advocating for women's rights and
empowerment. However, it is essential to recognize that
its impact has not been evenly distributed across all strata
of society.

1. Limited Accessibility: The women's movement
primarily operates in urban centers, which restricts
its accessibility to rural and remote areas where
women from lower social strata predominantly
reside

2. Intersectionality: The women's movement
has occasionally failed to acknowledge the
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intersectionality of issues faced by marginalized
women. Women from lower social strata often
confront multiple layers of discrimination based
on caste, class, religion and ethnicity, which
require a more nuanced approach.

3. Focus on Legal Reforms: While the women's
movement has succeeded in advocating for
legislative changes, such as laws against dowry
and domestic violence, these reforms may not
have a significant impact on women from lower
social strata who face more fundamental socio-
economic challenges.

4. Representation: The leadership of the women's
movement has been predominantly dominated
by educated and privileged women, resulting in
limited understanding of the struggles faced by
women from lower social strata.

5. Ignored Livelihood Issues: For many marginalized
women, livelihood and economic empowerment
are pressing concerns.

While the women's movement in India has made

commendable efforts in advocating for women's rights,

it must acknowledge its limitations in addressing the
issues faced by women of lower social strata. To ensure

a more inclusive and comprehensive movement, there

is a need for increased outreach, greater emphasis on

intersectionality and representation of marginalized
women in leadership roles.

Q19. ‘Globalization is generally said to
promote cultural homogenization but
due to this cultural specificities appear
to be strengthened in the Indian society’.
Elucidate. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Cultural Exchange: Globalization has facilitated
increased cultural exchange, leading to the
adoption and integration of diverse cultural
elements from around the world.

2. Cultural Resistance: In response to globalization,
there has been a renewed emphasis on
preserving and promoting indigenous cultural
practices and traditions as a means of asserting
cultural identity.

3. Localization of Global Products: Globalization
has resulted in the localization of global
products and services to cater to the specific
cultural preferences and tastes of the Indian
society, entrepreneurs to showcase and market
Indian cultural products, contributing to
the preservation and promotion of cultural
specificities.

4. Cultural Dialogue: Globalization has fostered
cultural dialogue and engagement between
different communities, promoting mutual
understanding and respect for diverse cultural
expressions within Indian society.
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Answer:

Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness
and interdependence of economies, cultures and societies
worldwide. It is often argued that globalization promotes
cultural homogenization, leading to the erosion of distinct
cultural identities. However, in the Indian context, the
impact of globalization has been paradoxical, as it has, in
fact, strengthened cultural specificities.

1. Diversity and Plurality: India is a diverse nation
with various languages, religions and traditions.
Globalization has facilitated the sharing of these
cultural specificities on a global stage, fostering
a sense of pride and preservation among
communities.

2. Cultural Exports: Indian films, music, art
and cuisine have gained immense popularity
internationally, contributing to the projection
of Indian culture worldwide. This has led to a
reinforcement of cultural specificities within the
country.

3. Revival of Traditional Practices: The advent of
globalization has led to a revival of traditional art
forms, crafts and practices that were fading away.
People now recognise their cultural heritage as
unique and seek to preserve it.

4. Localization of Global Brands: Global companies
tailor their products and marketing strategies to
suit local tastes and preferences, leading to a fusion
of global and Indian elements in the market.

5. Cultural Identity in Resistance: The exposure
to global culture has motivated some to resist
homogenization and assert their cultural identity
more strongly, leading to a revitalization of
indigenous customs.

While globalization has raised concerns about cultural
homogenization, India's experience showcases how it
can reinforce cultural specificities. The phenomenon of
cultural globalization in India highlights the country's
ability to embrace diversity and retain its unique cultural
identity in a globalized world.

Q20. ‘Communalism arises either due to power
struggle or relative deprivation’. Argue by
giving suitable illustrations.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Power Struggle: Communal tensions in India
during the partition in 1947 were driven by a
power struggle between religious communities
vying for political dominance and control over
resources.

2. Gujarat Riots: The 2002 Gujarat riots were
fueled by a power struggle and perceived

relative deprivation. The polarization between
Hindu and Muslim communities resulted from
political factors, power dynamics and economic
disparities, contributing to the outbreak of
communal violence.

3. North-East India: Communal conflicts in the
North-Eastern states of India often stem from
a power struggle over resources, political
representation and autonomy.

Answer:

Communalism, a divisive ideology based on religious
or ethnic identities, emerges as a consequence of power
struggles or relative deprivation within societies. It
engenders hostilities, disrupts social harmony and
undermines the fabric of a pluralistic nation.

1. Power Struggle: Communalism often arises when
political entities exploit religious sentiments to
gain power. In some cases, politicians manipulate
religious affiliations to create vote banks and
consolidate their position. For instance, in India,
communal tensions surged during election periods,
with certain political parties promoting communal
agendas to garner votes.

2. Economic Deprivation: Relative economic
deprivation can also fuel communalism. When
certain religious or ethnic groups perceive unequal
access to resources, they may resort to communal
narratives as a means to assert their identity and
demand better socio-economic conditions. In Sri
Lanka, economic disparities between Sinhalese
and Tamil communities have led to prolonged
communal conflicts.

3. Historical Grievances: Long-standing historical
grievances can amplify communal tensions. For
instance, in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the
contestation over land and religious sites has deep-
rooted historical roots, perpetuating communal
divides.

4. Cultural Hegemony: Communalism may arise
from attempts to impose one religious or cultural
group's dominance over others. This quest for
cultural hegemony can trigger communal conflicts.
The former Yugoslavia experienced violent
communal clashes as different ethnic groups vied
for supremacy.

Communalism, whether fueled by power struggles or
relative deprivation, poses a significant threat to social
cohesion and national integrity. Understanding these root
causes is crucial to develop inclusive policies, promote
interfaith dialogue and address the underlying socio-
economic disparities. By fostering tolerance, respecting
diversity and ensuring equitable opportunities, societies
can combat communalism and forge a path towards
harmony and unity.



