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Q1. 'Constitutionally  guaranteed  judicial
independence is a prerequisite of
democracy". Comment. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Define the terms “constitutionally guaranteed

judicial independence” and “democracy”.

2. Highlight the importance of the judiciary in a
democratic system.

Explain the role of the judiciary in democracy.

Reiterate the importance of constitutionally
guaranteed judicial independence as a
prerequisite for a functioning democracy.

Answer:

Constitutionally guaranteed judicial independence refers
to the legal framework within a nation’s constitution that
safeguards the autonomy and impartiality of its judiciary.
Constitutionally guaranteed judicial independence is not
just a desirable feature but an indispensable foundation
for the effective functioning of democracy. This concept
is at the heart of democratic governance for several
compelling reasons:

1. Checks and Balances: An Independent judiciary
serves as a critical check on the actions of the
executive and legislative branches, ensuring that
they adhere to the Constitution and the rule of law.
For example, Article 50 of the Indian Constitution
ensure division of power.

2. Rule of Law: Democracy thrives when there is a
commitment to the rule of law. An independent
judiciary interprets and enforces the law
impartially. For example, Article 14 of the Indian
constitution which ensures that the State shall not
deny to any person equality before the law or the
equal protection of the laws.

3. Protection of Rights: An independent judiciary
acts as a guardian of these rights, providing a
forum for citizens to seek redress when their rights
are violated. For example, Articles 32 and 226 grant
citizens the right to approach the Supreme Court
and High Courts, respectively, for the enforcement
of fundamental rights.

4. Accountability and Transparency: An
independent judiciary can hold government
officials accountable for their actions, including
cases of corruption or abuse of power.

In conclusion, constitutionally guaranteed judicial
independence is a bedrock principle of democracy.
Without it, the very essence and integrity of democracy
would be compromised, making it an indispensable
prerequisite for the successful functioning of democratic
societies.

Q2. Who are entitled to receive free legal aid?
Assess the role of the National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) in rendering free legal

aid in India. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Introduced with the constitutional Provision for
free legal aid.
2. Mention the categories of individuals who are

entitled to receive free legal aid.

3. Describe the role and functions of NALSA in
facilitating free legal aid.

4. Conclude with the importance of legal aid in
ensuring access to justice for marginalized and
disadvantaged groups.

Answer:

The entitlement to receive free legal aid in India is
enshrined in the Indian Constitution under Article 394,
Directive Principles of State Policy. Article 39A emphasizes
that the state shall ensure that citizens, especially those
who are economically or socially disadvantaged, have
access to justice and are not denied legal aid when needed
for a fair trial.

Following categories the of individuals are entitled to
receive free legal aid:

L Economically Disadvantaged Individuals: Those
who are unable to afford the services of a lawyer
and meet certain criteria of economic disadvantage.

2. Marginalized and Vulnerable Groups: This
includes women, children, Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, other marginalized
communities who require legal assistance.

and

3. Prisoners: Both undertrial prisoners and convicts
have the right to legal aid to ensure a fair trial and
access to justice.

4. Disabled Persons: Persons with disabilities who
need legal representation.
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5. Victims of Human Rights Violations: Individuals
who have suffered human rights violations or are
victims of abuse.

Role of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA)

in rendering free legal aid in India in accordance with

constitutional provisions:

1. Implementation: NALSA is responsible for
implementing Article 39A of the Constitution.

2. Coordination: NALSA coordinates with State
Legal Services Authorities (SLSAs) and other
organizations to establish a robust legal aid
network across the country.

3. Funding: NALSA allocates funds to SLSAs to
support legal aid programs and initiatives at the
state level.

4. Awareness and Education: It conducts legal
literacy programs and awareness campaigns
to inform citizens about their rights and the
availability of free legal aid.

In summary, the National Legal Services Authority

(NALSA) plays a critical role in ensuring that legal aid

reaches those who are entitled to it, thereby promoting

access to justice for all citizens, especially the economically
disadvantaged and marginalized groups.

Q3. '"Thestates in India seem reluctant to empower

urban local bodies both functionally as well

as financially". Comment. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Start by providing a brief overview of the role
of urban local bodies (ULBs) in India and their
significance in local governance.

2. Discuss the reasons why states in India seem
reluctant to empower ULBs both functionally
and financially.

Explain the impact of reluctance.

4. Summarize your points and reiterate the
significance of empowering ULBs for the
sustainable development of urban areas in India.

Answer:

The empowerment of urban local bodies (ULBs) is a
critical aspect of decentralized governance in India. The
74t Amendment Act of 1992, delineates the constitutional
framework for ULBs in India.

Reason for Reluctance:

1. Historical Centralization of Power: India has
a historical legacy of centralized governance,
where significant power and authority have been
concentrated at the state and national levels.
Devolving power to ULBs challenges this tradition
and requires a fundamental shift in governance
mindset.

2. Political Considerations: Politics often plays

a substantial role in decisions related to ULB
empowerment.
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3. Capacity and Accountability Concerns: Some
ULBs may lack the capacity, expertise, and systems
needed to effectively manage urban development
and public services.

4. Fiscal Constraints: Many states in India face fiscal
challenges, and allocating a significant portion of
their budget to ULBs can strain their finances.

Impact of Reluctance:

1. Inefficient Service Delivery: Reluctance to
empower ULBs can lead to inefficient and
inadequate service delivery in urban areas.

2. Infrastructure Deficit: Due to limited financial
empowerment can result in an infrastructure
deficit. This, in turn, affects the quality of life for
urban residents and hampers economic growth.

3. Inequitable Urban Development: The reluctance
to empower ULBs can perpetuate inequitable
urban development.

4. Reduced Accountability: When ULBs lack
functional autonomy, it becomes challenging to
hold local authorities accountable for their actions
or inactions.

Addressing the impacts of reluctance requires a concerted

effort to empower ULBs both functionally and financially,

along with capacity building, citizen engagement, and
policy reforms. It is essential to recognize that empowered

ULBs are crucial for ensuring efficient urban governance,

sustainable development, and an improved quality of life

for urban residents in India.

Q4. Compare and contrast the British and Indian
approaches to Parliamentary sovereignty.
(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with a concise introduction that outlines
the parliamentary sovereignty as a fundamental
principle in both the countries.

2. Compare and contrast the British and Indian
approaches, focusing on the historical, legal, and
constitutional aspects.

3. Emphasize the significance of understanding
these differences in the broader context of
democratic governance.

Answer:

Parliamentary sovereignty is a fundamental principle in
both the United Kingdom (UK) and India, serving as a
cornerstone of their respective constitutional systems.
However, the approaches to parliamentary sovereignty in
these two nations exhibit significant differences.
Historical Context:

1. United Kingdom (UK): It evolved through
a historical struggle for power between the
monarchy and Parliament, with key milestones
like the Magna Carta in 1215 and the Glorious
Revolution of 1688.




132

2. India: The Indian freedom struggle culminated in
independence in 1947, leading to the drafting of a
new constitution.

Legal Framework:

1. United Kingdom (UK): In the UK, parliamentary
sovereignty is an established legal principle, with
no written constitution. It is based on the idea that
Parliament can make or repeal any law, and no
court can question its authority.

2. India: India’s legal framework is anchored in a
written constitution that explicitly defines the
powers and limitations of different branches of
government.

Constitutional Provisions:

1. United Kingdom (UK): The UK lacks a single
written constitutional document. Parliamentary
sovereignty is a well-established constitutional
principle, and no specific constitutional provisions
explicitly define or limit it.

2. India:

(a) India’s constitution, in contrast, contains
provisions that delineate the powers of
Parliament (Article 245) and establish the
supremacy of the Constitution itself (Article
13).

(b)  While Parliament has significant legislative
powers, Article 368 outlines the procedures
for amending the Indian Constitution.

These distinctions emphasize the unique historical
journeys and legal frameworks of the two nations. In both
cases, parliamentary sovereignty reflects the values and
historical experiences that have shaped these democratic
systems, contributing to their distinct interpretations of
this foundational principle.

Q5.

Discuss the role of Presiding Officers of
state legislatures in maintaining order and
impartiality in conducting legislative work
and in facilitating best democratic practices.

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Provide a brief overview of the role of Presiding
Officers of state legislatures in India’s democratic
system.

2. Introduce the role of the Presiding Officer as a

key figure responsible for ensuring the smooth
functioning of democratic institutions.

3. Summarize the key points of your answer,
emphasizing the pivotal role of Presiding
Officers in maintaining order, impartiality,
and facilitating democratic practices in state
legislatures.

4. Emphasize that their actions and decisions
significantly contribute to the vibrancy and
effectiveness of India’s state-level democratic
institutions.
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Answer:

The role of Presiding Officers of state legislatures in
maintaining order, impartiality, and facilitating best
democratic practices is pivotal for the effective functioning
of these democratic institutions. Their responsibilities are
enshrined in various articles of the Indian Constitution,
including Article 208, Article 178, and Article 189, among
others.

Role of Presiding Officers of state legislatures:

1. Maintaining Order:

(a) Constitutional Provisions: Article 208 of
the Indian Constitution empowers state
legislatures to make rules for regulating
their procedure and conduct of business.
The Presiding Officers, such as the Speaker
and Chairman, enforce these rules.

(b)  Role: Presiding Officers are responsible for
ensuring the orderly conduct of legislative
proceedings.

2. Impartiality:

(@) Constitutional Provisions: Article 178
(Duties of the Speaker) and Article 189
(Duties of the Chairman) emphasize the
need for impartiality in the functioning of
the Speaker and Chairman, respectively.

(b) Role: Presiding Officers must maintain
impartiality and neutrality in their role.

3. Facilitating Democratic Practices:

(a) Constitutional Framework: The Indian
Constitution, through Articles 168 to
171, establishes the state legislatures as

institutions, defining their

composition, powers, and functions.

democratic

(b)  Role: Presiding Officers play a central role
in facilitating democratic practices within
state legislatures.

4. Protection of Minority Rights:

(a) Constitutional Provisions: Articles 330
to 342 of the Constitution guarantee the
rights of minority communities and their
representation in state legislatures.

(b)  Role: Presiding Officers must safeguard the
rights of minority members, ensuring their
full participation in legislative proceedings.

In conclusion, Presiding Officers of state legislatures play
a crucial role in maintaining order, upholding impartiality,
and facilitating best democratic practices.

Q6. The crucial aspect of development process
has been the inadequate attention paid to
Human Resource Development in India.
Suggest measures that can address this
inadequacy. (150 words) [10]
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Approach to question:

1. Begin with a concise introduction that highlights
the significance of HRD in the development
process.

2. Discuss specific problem areas within HRD in

India. This can include issues like the quality of
education, skill development, healthcare, and
more.

3. Suggest a range of measures that can address
these inadequacies. These measures can include
Improve education system, skill development,
healthcare development, and more.

4. Provide examples of specific government
schemes that are already in place to address
HRD inadequacies in India.

5. Summarize the importance of addressing HRD
inadequacies in India for overall development.
6. Emphasize that a multi-faceted and coordinated
effort is necessary to bridge the gaps in HRD
effectively.
Answer:

India rank 132 out of 191 countries in Human
development Index. The inadequacy in Human Resource
Development (HRD) in India is a multifaceted challenge
that encompasses several key areas:

1. Quality of Education: Despite significant progress
in expanding access to education, the quality of
education in India remains a concern. The Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018 indicated
that About 50% of students in grade V cannot read
a grade II level text.

2. Skill Mismatch: There is often a disconnect
between the skills imparted by the education
system and the requirements of the job market.
This skill mismatch results in high levels of
underemployment and unemployment.

3. Rural-Urban Divide: The inadequacy in HRD
is more pronounced in rural areas, where access
to quality education and skill development
opportunities is limited compared to urban areas.

4. Gender Disparities: India was ranked at 127 out of
146 countries in Global Gender Gap Index.
5. Healthcare: Inadequate healthcare in India

remains a  significant challenge
improvements in recent years.

despite

Measures to address these challenges:

1. Quality Education: Improve the quality of
education by modernizing curriculum, investing
in infrastructure, and ensuring well-qualified
teachers. Example: National Education Policy 2020
aims to revamp the education system, focusing on
quality and holistic development.

2. Skill Development: Promote skill development
and vocational training programs to make
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individuals job-ready. Example: Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) offers skill training
across various sectors.

3. Financial Inclusion: Provide financial support
to students from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds to access education and training.
Example: National Scholarship Portal offers
various scholarships to students.

4. Inclusive Education: Ensure equitable access
to education and training for marginalized
communities. Example: Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) targets improving
secondary education in disadvantaged areas.

5. Healthcare: Invest in building and upgrading
healthcare infrastructure, particularly in rural and
underserved areas. Example: The Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY).

These measures, along with government schemes like

those mentioned, can collectively address the inadequacy

in Human Resource Development in India.

Q7. Discuss the role of the Competition

Commission of India in containing the abuse

of dominant position by the Multi-National

Corporations in India. Refer to the recent

decisions. (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with a concise introduction outlining the
significance of competition regulation and its
role in promoting fair and competitive markets.

2. Discuss the mandate and primary functions
of the CCI, emphasizing its role in enforcing
competition law, preventing anti-competitive
behaviour, and ensuring a level playing field.

3. Provide specific examples of recent CCI decisions

where MNCs were found to be abusing their
dominant positions.

4. Summarize the pivotal role of the CCI in
containing the abuse of dominant positions by
MNCs in India.

5. Reiterate the importance of competition

regulation in maintaining a fair and dynamic
business environment that benefits consumers,
businesses, and the economy as a whole.

Answer:

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) plays a
crucial role in regulating and preventing the abuse of
dominant positions by Multi-National Corporations
(MNCs) operating in India. The CCI is a statutory body
established under the Competition Act, 2002, and is
responsible for promoting and Sustaining competition in
the Indian market.

Role of CCI in Containing Abuse of Dominance:

1. Investigation and Scrutiny: The CCI is responsible
for investigating complaints and initiating suo
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motu inquiries into instances of alleged abuse of
dominance.

2. Market Analysis: CCI assesses the relevant market
and the position of the alleged dominant player,
considering factors like market share, financial
strength, and barriers to entry.

3. Imposing Penalties: If the CCI finds an MNC or
any corporation abusing its dominant position, it
can impose substantial fines and penalties.

Recent Decisions:

1. Google Case (2021): The CCI
investigation into Google for alleged abuse
of dominance related to its online search and
advertising practices. The CCI found Google guilty
of bias in search results and imposed a fine.

2. Amazon and Flipkart Case (2020): CCI initiated
an investigation into alleged anti-competitive
practices by Amazon and Flipkart, including deep
discounting and exclusive tie-ups with sellers.

3. Qualcomm Case (2018): The CCI fined Qualcomm
for abusing its dominant position in the market
for 3G and 4G chipsets. Qualcomm was found
to engage in anti-competitive practices, such as
charging excessive royalties and refusing to license
essential patents to competitors.

initiated an

In essence, the CCI serves as a guardian of economic
competition, working diligently to prevent monopolistic
behavior and protect the rights of all stakeholders.

Q8. E-governance,asa critical tool of governance,
has ushered in effectiveness, transparency
and accountability in governments. What
inadequacies hamper the enhancement of
these features? (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with a brief introduction explaining the
concept of e-governance and its transformative
impact on government operations, highlighting
its positive contributions to effectiveness,
transparency, and accountability.

2. Discuss the positive enhancements brought
about by e-governance, including greater
transparency, improved efficiency, and increased
accessibility to government services. Provide
examples.

3. Enumerate and elaborate on the inadequacies
that hinder the full realization of these features.

4. Stress the importance of addressing these
inadequacies to fully realize the potential
of e-governance in promoting effective,
transparent, and accountable governance.

Answer:
E-governance, or electronic governance, represents a
paradigm shift in the way governments interact with
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citizens and deliver services. Through the integration of
digital technology and information systems, e-governance
has revolutionized administrative processes, decision-
making, and public service delivery.

E-governance has brought about several enhancements
in government operations and services. Here are some of
the key improvements:

L Efficiency and Effectiveness: E-governance
streamlines administrative processes, reducing
paperwork and manual tasks. For example, India’s
Digital India program has led to the digitization
of Government services, reducing paperwork and
processing times.

2. Transparency: E-governance promotes transparency
by making government information, policies, and
activities easily accessible to the public. In India,
the Open Government Data Platform (data.gov.
in) offers a wealth of Government data for public
access.

3. Accountability: Digital record-keeping and
documentation enhance accountability within
government organizations.

4. Accessibility: E-governance extends the reach of
government services to remote and underserved
areas.

Inadequacies Hampering Enhancement:

1. Digital Divide: Not all citizens have equal access
to digital technologies, creating a digital divide.

2. Cybersecurity Concerns: The digitalization of
government operations makes them susceptible to
cyberattacks and data breaches.

3. Privacy Issues: While e-governance collects vast
amounts of data for various purposes, concerns
about the misuse of personal information and
violations of privacy rights have arisen.

4. Limited Digital Literacy: Some citizens, especially
older generations, may lack the digital literacy
skills necessary to interact with e-governance
platforms effectively.

5. Infrastructure Gaps: Inadequate digital infrastructure
in rural and remote areas can limit the reach of
e-governance initiatives, leaving certain regions
underserved.

Addressing these inadequacies requires a comprehensive

approach, including measures to bridge the digital divide,

enhance cybersecurity, protect privacy, promote digital
literacy, and streamline administrative processes.

Q9.

'Virus of Conflict is affecting the functioning

of the SCO'.

In the light of the above statement point out

the role of India in mitigating the problems.
(150 words) [10]
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Approach to question:

1. Begin with a brief introduction that sets the
context by explaining the significance of the SCO
as a regional organization focused on enhancing
cooperation and stability among member states.

2. Discuss India’s role within the SCO in the context
of addressing regional conflicts.

3. Summarize India’s multifaceted role within the
SCO in addressing the challenges posed by the
“Virus of Conflict”.

4. Emphasize how India's contributions align with
the organization's objectives of regional stability
and cooperation.

Answer:

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is a
significant regional forum comprising countries from
Asia, including China, Russia, and several Central Asian
nations. The statement “Virus of Conflict is affecting the
functioning of the SCO”. Highlights the challenges the
organization faces due to regional conflicts.

India’s role in addressing regional conflicts within the
SCO:

1. Diplomatic Engagement: India actively engages
in diplomatic efforts within the SCO to facilitate
dialogue and negotiations among conflicting
parties.

2. Conflict Prevention: India is committed to
preventing conflicts from escalating within the
SCO region. It participates in discussions and
initiatives aimed at identifying potential sources of
conflict and taking proactive measures to address
them.

3. Peacekeeping Operations: India has a strong
tradition of participating in United Nations
peacekeeping missions. It contributes troops and
resources to peacekeeping efforts in conflict-prone
regions.

4. Counterterrorism Cooperation: India collaborates
with SCO member states in countering terrorism
and extremism, which are often intertwined with
regional conflicts.

5. Promotion of Regional Connectivity: India
advocates for greater regional connectivity and
economic cooperation within the SCO.

In essence, India’s role within the SCO demonstrates its

dedication to the organization’s mission of enhancing

regional stability and cooperation. As conflicts persist in
various parts of the SCO region, India’s contributions
stand as a testament to its commitment to mitigating the
challenges posed by the “Virus of Conflict” and promoting
a more peaceful and stable environment in the region.

Q10. Indian diaspora has scaled new heights in
the West. Describe its economic and political
benefits for India. (150 words) [10]
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Approach to question:

1. Provide an introductory overview of the Indian
diaspora in Western countries, highlighting its
growth, diversity, and significance.

2. Mention that the Indian diaspora has not only
succeeded in their adopted homelands but also
played a vital role in fostering ties between India
and these Western nations.

3. Discuss the economic advantages brought about
by the Indian diaspora.

4. Discuss the political advantages of the Indian
diaspora.

5. Emphasize how their contributions extend

beyond borders and play a vital role in India’s
economic development, global influence, and
diplomatic ties with Western nations.

6. Conclude by highlighting the Indian diaspora's
status as a valuable asset to India, strengthening
its position on the world stage.

Answer:

The Indian diaspora, dispersed across Western countries
such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada,
and Australia, has carved out a notable presence in various
spheres of society. This diverse and dynamic diaspora has
not only excelled in their adopted homelands but also
played a vital role in fostering economic and political ties
between India and these Western nations.

Economic Benefits:

1L Remittances: The Indian diaspora in Western
countries sends substantial remittances back to
India.

2. Investment: Many members of the Indian diaspora

have invested in businesses and startups in India.
Their investments stimulate economic growth,
create jobs, and contribute to the development of
various sectors.

3. Trade: Indian professionals and entrepreneurs in
the West often facilitate trade between India and
their host countries.

4. Philanthropy: Several members of the Indian
diaspora engage in philanthropic
funding projects in education, healthcare, and
social development in India.

Political Benefits:

activities,

1. Lobbying and Advocacy: The Indian diaspora
in Western countries actively engages in political
advocacy and lobbying efforts.

2. Cultural Diplomacy: Indian diaspora communities
host cultural events, festivals, and exhibitions that
showcase India’s rich heritage.

3. Representation: Some members of the Indian
diaspora have risen
positions in Western countries.

to prominent political
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4. Global Networking: The Indian diaspora’s
presence in Western countries enhances India’s
global networking capabilities.

Overall, the Indian diaspora’s achievements and
contributions not only elevate the standing of the Indian
community in the West but also serve as a bridge that
connects India with the world. Their multifaceted roles
contribute significantly to India’s economic development,
global influence, and the strengthening of diplomatic ties,
making them a valuable asset to the nation.

Q11. "The Constitution of India is a living
instrument with capabilities of enormous
dynamism. It is a constitution made for a
progressive society". Illustrate with special
reference to the expanding horizons of the
right to life and personal liberty.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Provide an introductory statement that
emphasizes the adaptability of the Indian
Constitution to meet the needs of a progressive

society.

2. Mention that the Constitution is a living
instrument that evolves over time to address
changing societal norms and emerging
challenges.

3. Discuss how the right to life and personal liberty,

enshrined in Article 21 of the Constitution, has
evolved and expanded over the years.

4. Summarize the examples provided to illustrate
the expanding horizons of the right to life and
personal liberty in the Indian Constitution.

5. Emphasize that this adaptability reflects the
Constitution’s commitment to evolving with
the changing needs and values of a progressive
society.

6. Conclude by reiterating the Constitution’s role
as a living instrument that continues to protect
and enhance the rights of individuals in India.

Answer:

The Constitution of India indeed exemplifies its status as
a living instrument with significant dynamism, designed
to cater to the ever-evolving needs of a progressive
society. This dynamism is particularly evident in the
expanding horizons of the right to life and personal
liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution of India, where
the Constitution has adapted to meet changing societal
norms and emerging challenges. Here are illustrations of
this dynamism:

1 Right to Privacy: The Supreme Court of India, in
the landmark “Puttaswamy” case (2017), held that
the right to privacy is a fundamental right. This
decision acknowledged the changing landscape
of technology and the need to protect individuals
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from unwarranted intrusions into their personal
lives.

2. Decriminalization of Homosexuality: In a
historic judgment in 2018, the Supreme Court
decriminalized homosexuality by striking down
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code. This move
marked a significant expansion of personal liberty
by recognizing the right of LGBTQ+ individuals
to live their lives free from discrimination and
persecution, aligning with evolving societal
attitudes toward LGBTQ+ rights.

3. Gender Equality: The Constitution has been
interpreted to progressively expand the horizons
of personal liberty to ensure gender equality.
Court decisions and legal reforms have sought to
protect the rights and dignity of women, such as
the Vishaka Guidelines (1997) to combat sexual
harassment at workplaces.

4. Right to Education: The Right to Education Act
(2009) made education a fundamental right for
children aged 6 to 14, highlighting the evolving
understanding that access to education is vital for
personal growth and development.

These illustrations showcase how the Indian Constitution

has dynamically expanded the horizons of the right to

life and personal liberty to align with societal progress,
changing values, and emerging challenges. The judiciary’s
role in interpreting and protecting these rights has been
instrumental in ensuring that the Constitution remains

a living instrument that reflects the evolving needs of a

progressive society.

Q12. Explain the constitutional perspectives of
Gender Justice with the help of relevant
Constitutional Provisions and case laws.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with an introductory statement
highlighting the importance of gender justice
within the Indian Constitution.

2. Mention that gender justice is a fundamental
aspect of the Constitution’s commitment to
equality and nondiscrimination.

3. Discuss relevant Constitutional Provisions that
emphasize gender justice.

4. Discuss relevant case laws that have shaped the
understanding of gender justice in India.

5. Emphasize that these provisions and judgments
reinforce the Constitution’s commitment to
gender equality, non-discrimination, and the
protection of fundamental rights.

6. Conclude by acknowledging that these
constitutional perspectives continue to guide
India’s pursuit of gender justice and the creation
of an inclusive society where all individuals are
treated with fairness and dignity, irrespective of
their gender.
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Answer:

Gender justice, as enshrined in the Indian Constitution,
forms the foundation of a just and equitable society.
The Constitution recognizes the principle of gender
equality as a fundamental right and underscores the
importance of ending discrimination based on gender.
This perspective on gender justice is further elucidated
through constitutional provisions and landmark case
laws that have shaped the country’s approach to gender
equality and justice.

Constitutional Provisions:

1. Preamble: The Preamble to the Indian Constitution
commits to securing justice, social, economic, and
political equality for all citizens.

2. Article 14 (Right to Equality): Article 14 guarantees
equality before the law and equal protection of the
laws to all persons. It prohibits discrimination on
grounds of sex, thereby laying the foundation for
gender justice.

3. Article 15 (Prohibition of Discrimination):
Article 15(1) prohibits discrimination on grounds
of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. It
empowers the state to make special provisions for
the advancement of women and children.

4. Article 15(3) (Special Provisions for Women
and Children): This provision allows the state
to make special provisions for the welfare and
advancement of women and children. It has been
used to implement various gender-specific policies
and affirmative action measures.

5. Article 16 (Equality of Opportunity in Public
Employment): Article 16 guarantees equality of
opportunity for all citizens in matters of public
employment.

6. Article 39A (Equal Justice and Free Legal Aid):
Article 39A emphasizes that the state shall provide
free legal aid and ensure that justice is not denied
to any citizen on grounds of economic or other
disabilities, including gender.

Landmark Case Laws:

1. Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997): This case
led to the formulation of guidelines known as the
Vishaka Guidelines to combat sexual harassment
at workplaces.

2. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017): In this case,
the Supreme Court declared the practice of triple
talaq (instant divorce) unconstitutional, upholding
the principles of gender justice and equality.

3. Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State
of Kerala (2018): The Supreme Court, in this
case, lifted the ban on the entry of women of
menstruating age into the Sabarimala temple,
emphasizing the importance of gender equality
and non discrimination.

In essence, the Indian Constitution serves as a beacon

of gender justice, recognizing the rights and dignity of
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all genders. It not only acknowledges the importance
of equality and non-discrimination but also provides a
legal framework to address gender-based injustices and
promote a more equitable society.

Q13. Account for the legal and political factors
responsible for the reduced frequency of
using Article 356 by the Union Governments
since mid 1990s. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with a brief introduction to Article 356
of the Indian Constitution, commonly known
as President’s Rule, and its historical use in
dismissing state governments.

2. Mention that there has been a noticeable decline
in the frequency of invoking Article 356 since the
mid-1990s.

3. Discuss the legal and political factors responsible

for the reduced usage of Article 356.

4. Emphasize that this trend reflects the maturation
of India’s democratic system, increased judicial
oversight, and a shift toward more cooperative
and federalist governance.

5. Conclude by underscoring that Article 356 is now
considered a measure of last resort, in line with
India’s commitment to federalism, democratic
values, and a balanced approach to governance.

Answer:

Article 356 of the Indian Constitution, often referred
to as President’s Rule, grants the Union Government
the authority to dismiss a state government and take
over its functions in certain circumstances. Historically,
this provision has been used on numerous occasions,
especially during the early years of India’s independence,
to address governance crises in states. However, since
the mid-1990s, there has been a noticeable decline in the
frequency of invoking Article 356.

Factors responsible for this reduction:

1. Judicial Activism and Judicial Scrutiny:
Landmark judgments like the Bommai case
(1994) established stringent guidelines for the
use of Article 356, making it harder for Union
Governments to misuse this provision for political
purposes.

2. Emergence of Coalition Governments: The rise
of coalition governments at the central level since
the mid-1990s has resulted in a more diverse
and decentralized political landscape. Union
Governments have often depended on the support
of regional parties and state-level allies, making
them less inclined to dismiss state governments
controlled by these parties.

3. Change in Political Culture: There has been a
shift towards a more collaborative and consensus-
driven approach in Indian politics. Public opinion
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and media scrutiny play a significant role in
discouraging arbitrary use of Article 356, as such
actions are perceived negatively by voters.

4. Regional Aspirations and Identity Politics: The
promotion of regional aspirations and identity
politics has led to greater sensitivity towards
states” autonomy and self-governance.

5. Evolving Federal Dynamics: India’s federal
structure has evolved over time, with states
gaining more administrative and fiscal autonomy.

6. International Image and Diplomacy: India’s
international image as the world’s largest
democracy is a consideration. Frequent use of
Article 356 could damage this image.

Overall, these factors underscore the maturation of

India’s democratic institutions, where the principles

of federalism, respect for regional diversity, and a

commitment to democratic norms have contributed to the

reduced frequency of utilizing Article 356.

Q14. Discuss the contribution of civil society
groups for women's effective and meaningful
participation and representation in state
legislatures in India. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with an introduction that highlights
the significance of women'’s participation and
representation in state legislatures.

2. Discuss the various ways in which civil
society groups have contributed to women’s
participation and representation in state
legislatures.

3. Highlight the positive impact of these
contributions, such as increased women’s
representation in state legislatures and improved
quality of participation.

4. Conclude by emphasizing the essential role of
civil society groups in creating an inclusive and
equitable political landscape in India, where
women’s voices are not only heard but also
play a significant role in shaping policies and
governance.

Answer:

Women’s participation and representation in state
legislatures are essential for upholding democratic
principles and ensuring diverse voices are heard in the
policy making process. In India, where gender disparities
have historically existed in political participation, civil
society groups have emerged as catalysts for change.

Key contribution of Civil society groups:

1. Advocacy and Awareness Campaigns: Civil
society organizations have conducted advocacy
and awareness campaigns to highlight the
importance of women'’s participation in politics.
Example: The “She Leads India” campaign by the
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Women'’s Political Empowerment Initiative (WPEI)
focused on encouraging women to take an active
role in politics.

2. Training and Capacity Building: Many civil
society groups have organized training programs
and capacity-building workshops to equip women
with the necessary skills for political leadership.
Example: The Institute of Social Studies Trust's
program “Women in Democratic Governance”
offers training in leadership, governance, and
public policy.

3. Monitoring and Advocacy for Gender-Responsive
Policies: Civil society organizations monitor the
performance of elected representatives in terms
of gender-responsive policies and advocate for
gender-sensitive legislation.

4. Legal Initiatives and Support: Civil society
organizations have offered legal support to
women facing discrimination or harassment in
politics. Example: The Lawyers Collective has
provided legal assistance to women politicians and
activists in cases related to gender-based violence
and discrimination.

5. Public Awareness and Media Campaigns: Civil
society organizations run public awareness and
media campaigns to promote the importance
of women’s representation. Example: “Vote for
Women” campaign.

These contributions demonstrate the vital role of civil

society organizations in creating an enabling environment

for women'’s participation in state legislatures in India.

Their efforts have not only increased the number of

women in politics but also improved the quality of their

participation, ensuring that their voices are heard and
their concerns are addressed in policymaking processes.

Q15. Explain the significance of the 1015
Constitutional Amendment Act. To what
extent does it reflect the accommodative
spirit of federalism? (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Start with a brief introduction to the 1015t
Constitutional Amendment Act, which
introduced the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in
India.

2. Mention that this amendment has brought
significant changes to India’s taxation system.

3. Discuss the significance of the amendment.

Discuss how the 101%' Constitutional
Amendment Act reflects the accommodative
spirit of federalism.

5. Emphasize how this landmark legislation has
not only transformed India’s taxation system
but also showcased the capacity of India’s
federal structure to accommodate diverse
regional interests within a unified national tax
framework.



General Studies Paper-1I (2023)

Answer:

The 101" Constitutional Amendment Act, which
introduced the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in
India, marked a historic shift in the country’s taxation
landscape. This amendment aimed to streamline and
unify the complex web of indirect taxes that existed in
India, thereby promoting economic integration and ease
of doing business. At the same time, It exemplifies the
accommodative spirit of federalism.

Significance of the 101 Constitutional Amendment Act:

1. Economic Integration: The GST replaced a
complex web of indirect taxes levied by both the
central and state governments with a unified and
harmonized tax structure.

2. Simplified Taxation: The GST simplified the
taxation system by consolidating multiple taxes
into a single tax regime.

3. Boost to Indian Economy: The GST is expected
to boost economic growth by eliminating tax
cascading (tax on tax) and reducing the overall tax
burden on goods and services.

4. Increased Revenue: The GST has the potential
to increase tax revenue for both the central and
state governments due to its wider tax base and
improved compliance.

Reflecting the Accommodative Spirit of Federalism:

1. Cooperative  Federalism: The process of
implementing GST required close cooperation
between the central government and state
governments.

2. Dual Structure: The GST maintains a dual

structure with both central and state components.
Article 246A, which confers Concurrent powers to
both the central and state governments to levy and
collect GST on the supply of goods and services.

3. GST Council: The GST Council, comprising
representatives from both the central and
state governments, plays a pivotal role in
decision-making related to GST rates, rules, and
amendments. Article 279A, which provides for the
creation of the GST Council.

4. Compensation ~ Mechanism: To  address
revenue shortfalls faced by states during the
initial implementation phase, a compensation
mechanism was established. Article 279A(4)(g),
which specifically mentions the compensation
mechanism for States to address revenue losses
during the transition to GST.

Overall, the 101% Constitutional Amendment Act
demonstrate India’s ability to strike a balance between
centralization and decentralization, accommodating
diverse regional interests within a unified national tax
framework. This legislation is not only economically
transformative but also a testament to India’s democratic
and cooperative federal structure.
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Q16. Explain the structure of the Parliamentary
Committee system. How far have the
financial committees helped in the
institutionalisation of Indian Parliament?

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with a concise introduction to the
Parliamentary Committee system in India,
emphasizing its significance in the functioning
of the Indian Parliament.

2. Explain the structure of the Parliamentary
Committee system in India, which consists of
various committees with distinct functions.

3. Discuss the extent to which financial committees
have contributed to the institutionalization of
the Indian Parliament.

4. Summarize the key points regarding the
structure of the Parliamentary Committee
system and the role of financial committees in
the institutionalization of the Indian Parliament.

5. Highlight that financial committees play a crucial
role in upholding the principles of democratic
governance, transparency, and fiscal prudence,
reinforcing the institutionalization of the
Indian Parliament as a robust and accountable
legislative body:.

Answer:

The Parliamentary Committee system in India is a vital
component of the country’s parliamentary democracy.
It consists of various committees that play a crucial role
in scrutinizing government policies, expenditures, and
legislative proposals.

Structure of the Parliamentary Committee System:

1. Standing Committees: These are permanent
committees that operate throughout the year, even
when Parliament is not in session.

2. Ad Hoc Committees: These committees are
formed for a specific purpose or task and cease to
exist once their objectives are met.

3. Select Committees: Select committees are formed
to examine and report on specific bills presented in
Parliament.

4. Business Advisory Committee: This committee

helps allocate time for various legislative and non-
legislative business in Parliament.

5. Committee on Petitions: This committee examines
public petitions submitted to Parliament.

6. Financial Committees: These committees focus
specifically on financial matters and play a
crucial role in ensuring fiscal accountability
and transparency. The key financial committees
include:

(@) Committee on Public Accounts (PAC):
Responsible for examining the government’s
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audit reports prepared by the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG).

(b) Committee on Estimates (CE): Examines the
allocation of funds to various government
programs and ensures they are used
efficiently.

() Committee on Public Undertakings
(COPU): Examines the performance and
functioning of public sector enterprises.

Financial Committees and the Institutionalization of
Indian Parliament:

1 Financial Oversight: PAC and CE provide rigorous
oversight of government finances, ensuring that
public funds are used efficiently and effectively.

2. Transparency: Financial committees review
government expenditures, bringing transparency
to budgetary processes.

3. Checks and Balances: These committees act as

checks and balances on the executive, preventing
financial irregularities and misuse of public funds.

4. Parliamentary Control: The financial committees
enable Parliament to exercise control over
government finances.

5. Policy Evaluation: Through their scrutiny, these

committees assess the impact of government
policies and programs.
The financial committees, in particular, have played a
pivotal role in upholding the principles of democratic
governance and have reinforced the institutionalization
of the Indian Parliament as a robust and accountable body.

Q17. "Development and welfare schemes for the
vulnerable, by its nature, are discriminatory
in approach". Do you agree? Give reasons
for your answer. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Begin with a brief introduction that sets the
context for the debate surrounding development
and welfare schemes for vulnerable populations.

2. Provide reasons and arguments in favor of
agreeing with the statement. Explain why some
might view these schemes as discriminatory.

3. Present reasons and arguments against the
statement, highlighting why some may
argue that these schemes are not inherently
discriminatory.

4. Acknowledge that the question is complex and

nuanced, and there are valid points on both
sides of the argument.

5. Summarize the key points from both sides of the
argument.
6. Offer a balanced conclusion that reflects the

complexity of the issue and suggests that the
effectiveness and fairness of development and
welfare schemes depend on their execution and
adherence to principles of equity and inclusivity.
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Answer:

The design and implementation of development and
welfare schemes for vulnerable populations are complex
undertakings that often elicit varied opinions and debates.
The statement in question suggests that such programs,
by their very nature, might carry an inherent element of
discrimination.

Reasons to Agree (Development and Welfare Schemes
are Discriminatory):

L Targeted Approach: Development and welfare
schemes often target specific vulnerable groups,
such as low-income individuals, minorities, or
disabled individuals.

2. Exclusionary Criteria: Many welfare programs
have eligibility criteria that may inadvertently
exclude certain individuals or communities.

3. Unequal Distribution: In some cases, resources
allocated to welfare schemes may not be
distributed equitably, resulting in unequal benefits
for different vulnerable groups.

Reasons to Disagree (Development and Welfare Schemes

are not Discriminatory):

1. Addressing Inequality: Development and
welfare schemes are designed to address existing
inequalities and disparities in society, which can
be viewed as a corrective measure rather than
discrimination.

2. Targeted Assistance: The targeted approach of
welfare schemes is often necessary to ensure
that resources reach those who need them most
urgently.

3. Inclusivity: While welfare schemes may target
specific groups, they are often open to all eligible
individuals within those groups.

4. Positive Discrimination: Positive discrimination,
often referred to as affirmative action, is a policy
approach where specific measures are taken to
provide preferential treatment or opportunities
to disadvantaged or underrepresented groups in

society.
5. Constitutional Mandate: The Constitution
of India, through Articles 15(4) and 16(4),

Empowers the state to make special provisions
for the advancement of socially and Educationally
backward classes, which includes SCs, STs, and
OBCs.
In essence, the success of these schemes lies in their ability
to strike a balance between addressing the specific needs
of vulnerable populations and ensuring that they do not
perpetuate discrimination or exclusion. Ultimately, the
aim should be to uplift the marginalized while upholding
the principles of social justice and equal opportunity for
all members of society.

Q18. Skill development programmes have
succeeded in increasing human resources
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supply to various sectors. In the context of
the statement analyse the linkages between
education, skill and employment.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Provide a brief overview of the importance of
education, skill development, and employment
in a country’s socio-economic development.

2. Explain the linkages between Education, skill
and employment with examples.

3. Summarize the key points discussed,
emphasizing the strong linkages between
education, skill development, and employment.

4. Conclude that skill development programs
have indeed succeeded in increasing the supply
of skilled human resources to various sectors,
contributing to economic growth and individual
employability.

Answer:

The relationship between education, skill development,
and employment forms the cornerstone of workforce
dynamics and economic growth in any nation. Skill
development programs have gained prominence in recent
years as a means to bridge the gap between traditional
education and the evolving demands of the job market.
Linkages between education, skill and employment:

1. Education as the Foundation: Education forms the
foundation for skill development and employment.
Example: The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) aims
to provide quality elementary education, ensuring
a strong educational foundation for all children in
India.

2. Skill Development Programs: Skill development
programs are designed to enhance employability
by providing practical skills and industry-specific
training. Example: The Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) offers skill development
training to millions of Indian youth.

3. Economic Growth: Education and skills contribute
to income generation, poverty reduction, and
overall Economic growth. Programs like Stand-Up
India and Mudra Yojana provide financial support
to Entrepreneurs and small businesses.

4. Employability Enhancement: Skill development
programs directly impact employability by
making individuals job-ready and relevant to
industry requirements. Example: The Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-
GKY).

5. Addressing Skills Gap: Skill development
programs bridge the gap between formal education
and the skills demanded by various industries.
Example: The National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) collaborates with various
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sectors to develop industry-relevant skills and

certifications.
In conclusion, the linkages between education, skill
development, and employment are vital for the growth
and development of any nation’s workforce and economy.
Skill development programs, when well-designed and
aligned with industry needs, can significantly increase
the human resource supply to various sectors, fostering
economic growth and prosperity.

Q19. 'The expansion and strengthening of
NATO and a stronger US-Europe strategic
partnership works well for India'.

What is your opinion about this statement?
Give reasons and examples to support your
answer. (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1 Briefly introduce the statement that suggests
the expansion and strengthening of NATO and
a stronger US-Europe strategic partnership can
benefit India.

2. State your opinion on whether you agree or
disagree with this statement.

3. Provide reasons and arguments that support
your agreement with the statement.

4. Summarize your main points and restate your
opinion on why you agree with the statement.

5. Emphasize that while cooperation with NATO
and Europe can be beneficial for India, a
balanced and pragmatic foreign policy approach
should continue to guide India’s international
engagements.

Answer:

In today’s global geopolitical landscape, the expansion

and strengthening of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty

Organization) and a stronger US-Europe strategic

partnership can indeed have positive implications for

India. Here are several reasons and examples to support

this viewpoint:

1. Security and Stability: A stable and secure Europe
is essential for global peace and stability. A stronger
NATO helps maintain peace in Europe, which
indirectly benefits India by reducing the risk of
regional conflicts spilling over into South Asia.

2. Counterterrorism and Security Cooperation:
NATO plays a significant role in counterterrorism
efforts worldwide. Collaborative efforts in this
domain can help India combat terrorism more

effectively.
3. Economic Opportunities: A stronger US-Europe
partnership fosters economic stability and

growth, benefiting India’s trade and investment
opportunities. Europe is one of India’s major
trading partners, and a thriving European
economy is advantageous for Indian exports.
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4. Defense and Technology Collaboration: Closer
ties with NATO members and Europe can lead
to defense cooperation and access to advanced
military technologies. India can leverage these
partnerships to enhance its defense capabilities.

5. Multilateral Diplomacy: A united NATO and
US-Europe partnership can promote multilateral
diplomacy and peaceful conflict resolution,
aligning with India’s preference for diplomatic
solutions to international disputes.

While cooperation with NATO and Europe holds

significant potential, India’s foreign policy should remain

balanced and flexible, pursuing partnerships and alliances
that serve its national interests. India’s “Multi-Aligned”
foreign policy approach involves engagement with
multiple nations and organizations based on pragmatic
considerations. Therefore, while recognizing the benefits,

India should continue to assess its strategic partnerships

on a case-by-case basis to safeguard its sovereignty and

interests.

Q20. 'Sea is an important Component of the
Cosmos'.

Discuss in the light of the above statement
the role of the IMO (International Maritime
Organisation) in protecting environment
and enhancing maritime safety and security.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:

1. Begin by introducing the statement and its
implication, emphasizing the significance of the
sea within the broader natural world or cosmos.

2. Provide a brief overview of the IMO as the
international regulatory body responsible for
maritime affairs.

3. Discuss the IMO’s role in safeguarding the
marine environment.

4. Discuss the IMO’s efforts to enhance maritime
safety and security.

5. Summarize the key points about the IMO’s role
in protecting the environment and enhancing
maritime safety and security.

6. Reiterate the importance of recognizing the sea
as an integral component of the cosmos and the
IMO'’s critical role in preserving its integrity and
safety.

Answer:

The statement “Sea is an important component of the
Cosmos” conveys the idea that the sea, or the world’s
oceans, holds a significant and intrinsic place within the
broader cosmos or universe. IMO is a specialized agency
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of the United Nations responsible for regulating and
coordinating international shipping activities to ensure
the safety, security, and environmental protection of the
maritime industry.

Role of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
in protecting the environment and enhancing maritime
safety and security:

1. Environmental Protection:

(A MARPOL Convention (International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships): Under IMO’s jurisdiction,
MARPOL is alandmark treaty thataddresses
various forms of marine pollution, including
oil spills, sewage, noxious liquid substances,
and garbage disposal.

(b)  Ballast Water Management: The IMO has
established regulations and standards to
control and manage ballast water discharge
from ships. This is essential for preventing
the transfer of invasive species between
different marine ecosystems.

(c) Air Pollution Control: IMO regulations
limit air emissions from ships, including
sulfur oxide (SOx), nitrogen oxide (NOx),
and particulate matter. By doing so, the
IMO contributes to reducing air pollution
over the oceans.

2. Enhancing Maritime Safety and Security:

(a) SOLAS Convention (International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea):
SOLAS, administered by the IMO, sets
comprehensive safety standards for ships,
equipment, and navigation.

(b) ISPS Code (International Ship and Port
Facility Security Code): In response
to maritime security threats like piracy
and terrorism, the IMO introduced the
ISPS Code. This framework enhances
security measures for ships and port
facilities, contributing to a safer maritime
environment.

(c)  Search and Rescue Coordination: The IMO
plays a pivotal role in coordinating search
and rescue operations at sea, exemplifying
its commitment to maritime safety and
security.

IMO aligns with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 14 (Life
Below Water), by contributing to marine environmental
protection and safety. Its efforts help maintain the balance
of life in the sea, protect marine ecosystems, and ensure
the safety of those who traverse its vast expanse.



